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APRIL ELECTIONS

The April election is just
around the corner! A few rules
have changed since the
November General election:
The COVID reason for
absentee voting no longer
exists. Voters will have to
choose from 1 of 6 reasons
in order to qualify for
absentee voting.
Mail-In ballots no longer
exist. The only option for
voting via mail is absentee
voting.
St. Louis County runs elections
throughout the county and you
can check out their website at
www.stlouiscovotes.com for
more information.
Important Election Dates:
Mar. 10, 2021 - last day to
register to vote
Apr. 6, 2021 - General
Municipal Election Day

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

At the Jan. 20 City Council meeting, the City Council proclaimed February as
Black History Month. This year’s theme is The Black Family: Representation,
Identity and Diversity, recognizing that the black family has been a topic of
study throughout many disciplines, including history, literature, the visual arts
and film studies, social policy and more. This theme also recognizes that the
black family’s representation, identity, and diversity have been stereotyped and
vilified in many of those studies, from the days of slavery to the present time.
The black family offers a rich tapestry across the country and the world for
exploring African American past and present. The City of Hazelwood, the City
Council, and the Community Enrichment Commission call upon the community
to celebrate Black History Month.
And in honor of Black History Month, we are celebrating Ms. Florence Gillespie,
pictured on the right above. Ms. Gillespie has faithfully served on the
Community Enrichment Commission (CEC) since the 1980s. She was a pioneer
in creating the City’s annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Tribute. Throughout her
time volunteering on the CEC, Ms. Gillespie worked tirelessly to ensure the
residents, and those from surrounding communities, experienced extremely
well designed and thought-provoking programs. In 2018, the CEC honored Ms.
Gillespie for her dedicated service to the Annual Tribute to Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. program. In the spring of 2020, Florence made a very heartfelt decision
to retire from the CEC, deciding to pass the torch and allow others to carry on
the tradition.
Thank you, Florence, for your dedication to the CEC and hard work on the
annual tribute.
To view scenes from the CEC’s past Tribute to Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. programs, visit http://www.hazelwoodmo.org/288/CommunityEnrichment-Commission.
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COUNCIL UPDATES

COUNCIL CALL-OUT:

SPORT COMPLEX IMPROVEMENTS

This year’s budget includes $30,000 for Sports Complex improvements,
including improvements to three fields. The improvements will remove
vegetation, haul in topsoil, laser level the infields, rebuild a pitching mound
with packing clay, install new base and home plate anchors, install infield top
dressing, etc. – all of which will help make the fields functional for the
upcoming season. Council awarded the bid and contract to Advanced Turf
Solutions, Inc. in the amount of $24,831.10 because they were the lowest
responsive, responsible bidder.
AMEREN SUBSTATION ON PERSHALL ROAD

Ameren is beginning construction on their new, state-of-the-art substation at
the corner of N Hanley Road and Pershall Road. This project is part of their
Smart Energy Plan and will bring more reliable energy to families and
businesses in the Hazelwood, Florissant, and Berkeley communities. Expected
project completion is late 2022.
As part of this smart energy upgrade, you will experience a few short, planned
power outages that may last up to four hours. Ameren will communicate with
residents about any planned power outages so you can make alternate plans
for your family or business if needed. You can also sign up for call or text
alerts at www.Ameren.com/Alerts.
If Ameren needs to do any work on or near your property, they will notify you
in person – from a safe social distance – with a knock on your door 24-48
hours in advance of the scheduled work. If you are not home when they stop
by, they will leave a door hanger on your door with the information you need.
TORNADO SAFETY

With tornado season quickly approaching, now is the time to review tornado
safety and make sure you are prepared. Tornadoes can destroy buildings, flip
cars, and create deadly flying debris and they can happen anytime and
anywhere. Some tornadoes can bring intense winds over 200 mph. Remember,
the Midwest is often called Tornado Alley - if we are under a tornado warning,
find shelter immediately.
PREPARE NOW for a tornado by:
Knowing the signs of a tornado, including a rotating, funnel-shaped cloud;
an approaching cloud of debris; or a loud roar, similar to a freight train.
Sign up for emergency notifications on Hazelwood’s Swift 911 Emergency
Contact System at http://www.hazelwoodmo.org/293/EmergencyInformation. The (NOAA) Weather Radio also provides emergency alerts.
Become familiar with the warning sirens.
Pay attention to weather reports. Meteorologists can predict when
conditions might be right for a tornado.
Identify and practice going to a safe shelter in the event of high winds,
such as a safe room or a storm shelter. The next best protection is a small,
interior, windowless room on the lowest level of a sturdy building.
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Council amended the zoning
code for Planned District,
Residential (PDR) sizes,
making the minimum size
2.5 acres instead of 10
acres.
Council approved changing
the zoning of 3746 Dunn
Road from R-6 MultipleFamily Dwelling District to
a PDR for Elm Ridge Senior
Housing.
Council approved Special
Land Use Permits (SLUPs)
for the following:
Growing Jobs Missouri
and TC AppliCo, to open
a medical marijuana
cultivation facility at
6850 Hazelwood Ave
Rock Solid Creations for
Outdoor Storage at
11879 Missouri Bottom
Road
Midwest Landscape for
a Vehicle Service and
Repair Facility and
Vehicle Storage at
11800 Missouri Bottom
Road
Shine N Go Auto
Detailing for a Vehicle
Service and Vehicle
Wash Facility at 6053
North Lindbergh
Boulevard
Happies The St. Louis
Burger Joint for a Fast
Food Restaurant at
11902 Missouri Bottom
Road

TORNADO SAFETY

continued from page 2

DURING a tornado:
Immediately go to a safe
location that you identified.
Safe locations, such as safe
rooms, basements, storm
cellars, should be in a
sturdy building if possible.
If you are in a building with
no basement, then get to a
small interior room on the
lowest level of the building.
Stay away from windows,
doors, and outside walls.
Take additional cover by
shielding your head and
neck with your arms and
putting materials such as
furniture, mattresses, and
blankets around you.
Listen to NOAA Weather
Radio or other local alerting
systems for current
emergency information and
instructions.
DO NOT try to outrun a
tornado in a vehicle. If you
are in a car or are outdoors
and cannot get to a
building, cover your head
and neck with your arms
and if possible, cover your
body with a coat or blanket.
Find a low, flat location,
such as a ditch. Do not get
under an overpass or
bridge.
Watch out for flying debris
that can cause injury or
death.
AFTER a tornado:
Keep listening to NOAA
Weather radio for updates.
If you are trapped, cover
your mouth with a cloth or
mask.
Stay clear of power lines
and broken utility lines.
Do not enter damaged
buildings unless you are
told they are safe by
emergency management
personnel.
Conserve your cell phone
battery by saving your
phone calls for
emergencies.
Be careful during clean up –
debris could be
everywhere, making your
surrounding environment
dangerous.

POLAR PLUNGE FOR SPECIAL OLYMPICS

The Hazelwood Police Department is teaming up again this year with
the Maryland Heights Police Department to organize the Annual Polar Plunge
to benefit Special Olympics Missouri Athletes! On Feb. 27, teams from the
departments will plunge into Creve Coeur Lake while dressed as WWF
wrestlers from the 80s and 90s – think Hulk Hogan and Macho Man Randy
Savage! All proceeds will go towards Special Olympics athletes in Missouri for
programs, facilities, and athletic training.
As of this publication, HPD is just shy of $10,000 raised for this year! If you
would like to make a donation to your favorite HPD employee, follow this link:
https://secure.somo.org/site/TR/Plunge/General?
team_id=5134&pg=team&fr_id=1590

ACCESS LIFE PROGRAM

Hazelwood Firefighters’ Community Outreach has
established a new program for Hazelwood residents
called Access Life. This is a program that provides a key
box that a resident will create a code for, and then
share the code with Hazelwood’s first responders. First
responders will then be able to access a resident’s
home in the case of emergency by using the key code
instead of kicking in a door. Initially, the program will
focus on elderly or disabled residents.
If you live in the Hazelwood Fire Service area, contact the Hazelwood
Firefighters’ Community Outreach at hazelwoodfirefighters@gmail.com or
call 314-731-3424 for more information.

REPORTING STREET LIGHT OUTAGES

Did you know? You can report street light outages on the City’s website at
http://www.hazelwoodmo.org/RequestTracker.aspx or by calling the
maintenance garage at 314-731-8701. When reporting a street light outage,
make sure you give the address of the pole and the number located on the
pole. Most of the lights are owned and maintained by Ameren and we will
work with them to get the lights fixed as soon as possible.
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AROUND THE HOUSE - INTERIOR TO-DO LIST

Winter's cold and dreary conditions have us spending more time indoors. Now
is a good time to freshen up the interior of your house with new paint! Most
paints today are low in odor emissions so the paint smell should be minimal but
you can always open a window to reduce the smell further.
Paint dries faster in the winter because of less humidity, which saves you time.
Opening a window also helps, cutting drying time in half! Another good thing
about painting in the winter - the sun rises earlier, giving you more natural
light, which means you can finish painting earlier in the day. Combine that with
additional lighting to make it easier to find spots you may have missed. If you
decide to hire a professional to paint your house, they are usually not as busy
and less expensive during the winter months, but we recommend getting a
couple of estimates to compare costs.
Using the down time to be productive will give you confidence in yourself and
your house. Winter is a time for you to do many things around the interior of
your house to get ready for spring.

DON'T LITTER!

Please do your part in helping
keep Hazelwood clean! Litter
along Lindbergh Boulevard,
Howdershell Road, Hanley
Road, and other roads reflects
negatively on our community.
Our Community Enrichment
Commission has been picking
up trash along those streets
over the past few months but
they could use your help. Don’t
litter and if you see trash, help
out by picking it up and put it in
a trash can. Just this one act
can make a difference in our
community.

CITY EVENTS

City Council Meeting
Feb. 3 | 7:30 p.m.
City Hall & Zoom
Valentine's Day Massacre OCR
Feb. 13 | 10:30 a.m.
White Birch Park
President's Day - City Hall
Closed
Feb. 15 | All Day
City Offices

BLUE RIBBON HOME AWARDS

City Council Meeting
Feb. 17 | 7:30 p.m.
City Hall & Zoom

Get your pruners and trowels ready! The Blue Ribbon Home Awards are
coming! The City of Hazelwood CEC will soon begin judging homes for the
Blue Ribbon Home Awards, which will be presented in the fall. The Blue
Ribbon Home Award program recognizes Hazelwood residents who keep
their homes and yards in immaculate condition, making Hazelwood a more
attractive place to live. Homes are judged on their “curb appeal” – the upkeep
of the home, yard, and any viewable structures.

Drone Skills Challenge Course
Feb. 20 | 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Hazelwood Community Center

During late April and May, CEC members drive the city streets looking for
homes to nominate for the Blue Ribbon Award. Six to eight individual homes
and one multi-family dwelling from each ward are nominated for final judging,
which happens in June. CEC members choose two homes from each ward and
one multi-family dwelling city-wide as the Blue Ribbon Homes of the year.

City Council Meeting
Mar. 17 | 7:30 p.m.
City Hall & Zoom

The Blue Ribbon Home Award program is held every two years. Residents can
call the Recreation Office at 314-731-0980 to nominate a home for the Blue
Ribbon Awards – make sure you have the address of the home!
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City Council Meeting
Mar. 3 | 7:30 p.m.
City Hall & Zoom

Red Hot Robots
Mar. 22-26 | 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Hazelwood Community Center

SERVICE

HAPPY RETIREMENT!

ANNIVERSARIES

Several employees have
celebrated, or will be
celebrating, their service
anniversaries with the City. We
thank all of them for their hard
work and dedication to the
City!

15 Years:

Terron Coleman, Recreation
Leader II, Parks and
Recreation

10 Years:

Sylvester Lofties,
Custodian, Parks and
Recreation

5 Years:

Crista Huff, Police Officer,
Police Department
Carlos Quiles, Police
Officer, Police Department
Stephen Reed, Maint.
Worker II, Public Works
Department
Brenda Riley, Records
Clerk, Police Department
Makil Walker, Police
Officer, Police Department

NEW HIRES

Congratulations to the City's
newest hires!
Bradley Auth, Public Works,
Maintenance Worker I
Lucas Boschert, Police
Department, Police Officer
John Carpenter, Parks and
Recreations, Custodian
Wiley Cosey, Parks and
Recreation, Bus Driver
Melanie Kenyon, Police
Department,
Telecommunicator
Jeffrey Knowles, Parks and
Recreation, Recreation
Supervisor – Aquatics
Jeanne Rubin, Police
Department,
Telecommunicator
Daeshawn Sloan, Police
Department, Police Officer
Jonathon Thomas, Fire
Department,
Firefighter/Paramedic
Michael Williams, Public
Works, Maintenance
Worker II

Major Ken Jewson
After 41 years of service to the City of
Hazelwood, Major Ken Jewson started
his 2021 off with retirement! Major
Jewson began his law enforcement
career with the Hazelwood Police
Department in February of 1980 and
has moved through many specialized
positions and up the ranks over the
years. Throughout his career, he has
helped shape the department into the
organization it is today.

Detective Andy Hrenak
Detective Andy Hrenak also
started his 2021 by capping off a
31-year career with retirement!
After serving in the Marine Corps,
Detective Hrenak joined the
Department in 1990 before moving
into the Criminal Investigations
Team as a Detective. He earned
recognition as one of the top
mobile device examiners in the
Midwest.

Congratulations Major – happy
retirement!

Congratulations, Detective
Hrenak, and enjoy on your
retirement!

PROMOTIONS

Congratulations to the City employees who received promotions!
Jim Hudanick, promoted to Police Major from Police Captain
Andy Eagan, promoted to Police Captain from Police Lieutenant
Dave Roth, promoted to Police Lieutenant from Police Sergeant
Tim Benning, promoted to Police Sergeant from Police Officer
Doug Barber, promoted to Police Sergeant from Police Officer
Ryan Counterman , promoted to Police Sergeant from Police Officer
Ryan Enge, promoted to Police Sergeant from Police Officer
CAREER ACHIEVMENTS

Deputy Fire Marshal Dale Harbison
has been elected to serve as President
of the Metropolitan Fire Marshal
Association (MFMA). This position is
for a one-year term with the possibility
of re-election. The MFMA
encompasses the entire St. Louis area
fire departments and districts. He has
served as treasurer for the last two
years and has been an active member
in the MFMA for the last 20 years.

Chief Building Official Dave Clemens
recently obtained his Certified Fire
Marshal certificate from the
International Code Council (ICC). He
has also been appointed as an alternate
to the ICC Fire Sprinkler committee.
Congratulations to both employees on
their accomplishments!

Brrr! It's cold outside! But we're
dreaming of warmer weather and
starting the hiring process for the
2021 summer season at White Birch
Bay! Learn more and submit an
application at https://mohazelwood.civicplus.com/Jobs.aspx
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