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POTENTIAL CAUSES OF CHOKING IN CHILDREN 

The Hazelwood Fire Department would like to remind you about items that could potentially
be a choking hazard for children.  Stay aware of where the following items might be in your
home and be sure they are out of reach of children. 

FOOD ITEMS: 
      
* Nuts, sunflower seeds, pumpkin seeds, etc 
* Raw vegetables, such as celery, carrots, and peas; whole olives, and cherry tomatoes 
* Hard candy, lollipops, and cough drops, taffy; marshmallows, caramels, and jellybeans 
* Popcorn 
* Raw, unpeeled fruit slices such as apples and pears; whole grapes, cherries with pits, and
dried fruits such as raisins or apricots 
* Chunks of foods, especially meat or poultry, hot dogs or sausages served whole or cut in ?
coins,? cheese cubes 
* Spoonfuls of peanut butter 
* Snack chips 

NON-FOOD ITEMS: 

* Coins, button-cell batteries 
* Buttons, loose as well as those attached to clothing 
* Deflated or broken latex balloons 
* Pencils, crayons, and erasers, pen and marker caps 
* Rings, earrings 
* Small toys, such as tiny figures, balls or marbles, or toys with small parts 
* Holiday decorations, including tinsel 
* Small rocks 
* Damaged or loose nipples on pacifiers or bottles 
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